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Namibia harbors almost 25% of the global cheetah population.
Furthermore, this unique country is one of only a few in Africa
that boasts six species of free-roaming carnivore. But, with more
than 40% of Namibia's land use dedicated to commercial farming,
conflict between man and wildlife is inevitable.

Farmers and landowners persecute carnivores including leopard,
cheetah, and hyena in retaliation for livestock predation. At times,
carnivores are persecuted before any livestock losses have
occurred — “prevention better than cure” being a tragic farming
motto. also supported.

The N/a’an ku sé Carnivore Conservation Research Project
(CCRP) works with local farmers to not only conserve Namibia's
carnivore populations, but to also engage farmers with practical,
cost-effective, and non-lethal tools to manage carnivores and
protect livestock.

This promotes tolerance and peaceful coexistence - conserving
carnivore populations and securing a farmer’s livelihood,
livestock: a Win-Win situation.

The N/a’an ku sé CCRP freely offers practical advice and Since 2008 the N/a'an ku sé Rapid Response Unit (RRU) has

assistance to landowners, upon request, who have legitimate successfully employed an innovative method effective in

conflict concerns. mitigating human-carnivore conflict.

Our human-carnivore conflict mitigation research is ongoing and When a conflict call is received from a farmer who has captured

allows us to recommend and implement livestock protection a carnivore in a live-trap cage, the RRU responds within 24 hours.

techniques based on scientific evidence. The team travels to the site, at times a journey of thousands of
kilometers, where the animal is sedated by our veterinarian, given

These include the use of thorn kraals, herders, livestock guardian a thorough health check and fitted with a GPS tracking collar.

animals such as dogs or donkeys, and bio-deterrents including

lion scat placed at cheetah marking trees. These techniques aim Ideally, the animal is released back into its existing territory.

to prevent potential losses; rather be proactive than reactive. The resulting data from the GPS collar, as well as detailed

information on the animal's movements and relevant behavioral
interpretations, is shared with the farmer each day. In this way
the farmer can modify his livestock management and protection
methods. In rare instances where the farmer insists on the
carnivore being removed from the area, the animal is instead
relocated to a safe territory as far removed from conflict as
possible. Bringing the animal into captivity is a last resort and
avoided whenever possible

By creating a culture of shared knowledge and trust, where
conservationists and farmers can work together, not only do
higher numbers of carnivores remain in the wild and retain
their lives free from indiscriminate persecution, but the farming
community, predominantly reliant on livestock for its survival, is
also supported.

The project’s success lies in building a trusting relationship with
farmers: positive word of mouth leads to more landowners
relying on our mitigation expertise; and ultimately far fewer
carnivores lose their lives unnecessarily.

The BIE-Cosmos Prize refers to a prize, born of a collaborative initiative between the At Expo 2020 Dubai, the Prize will award a not-for-profit project that contributes

Bureau International des Expositions (BIE) and the Expo ‘90 Foundation of Japan to to the theme “Connecting Minds, Creating the Future” and one or more of its

encourage the participation of citizens in Expos. It recognises not-for-profit projects sub-themes, while inheriting Expo ‘90 Foundation'’s core value of the “Harmonious
from citizens and groups working in fields related to the Expo theme. Coexistence between Nature and Humankind”.
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